Emotional response as a function of symptoms in schizophrenia.
A group of 30 individuals with schizophrenia and a comparison group of 10 individuals who had never experienced a psychotic episode rated the pleasantness and arousal of 54 slides varying in normative pleasantness. Individuals with schizophrenia rated the slides as less pleasant than the comparison group. Positive symptom, negative symptom and disorganization symptom ratings were made for all patients with schizophrenia. Higher levels of disorganization symptoms were associated with lower ratings of pleasant slides and with more negative mood at the conclusion of the study. The conclusion from previous research that the self-reported emotional response of schizophrenia patients is not diminished compared to other groups may be premature, especially for patients with higher levels of disorganization.